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medium containing half strength WPM supplemented with 9.6 
mg I·' CaCI" 40 g 1-' sucrose and 2 g I· ' activated charcoal. The 
pH of all media was adjusted to 5.8 with I M NaOH prior to 
autoclaving at 12 1°C. All media were solidified with 9 g 1-t agar 
(Unilab). 
Shoots were formed directly on zygotic embryos of P. henkelii 
in the presence of 0.1 - 10 mg I· ' BA (Figure IA). The number of 
shoots formed increased with increasing BA concentration 
(Table I). No direct shoot formation occurred with 0.0 I and 0.05 
mg ,-I BA. Without BA direct shoot formation occurred in 
explants where the growth of the terminal bud was arrested. 
Since the formation of callus occurred , the possibility cannot be 
excluded that some of the shoots were formed indirect ly from 
unorganized tissue. 
The adventitious shoots were allowed to elongate on the 
explant. They were excised when they had at least four expanded 
leaves. Shoots with less leaves or leaves that were not expanded 
did not grow or died (Figure lB). Adventitious shoots of P. hen~ 
kelii derived directly from embryos placed on culture medium 
containing 1 mg I-I fAA + 0.1 mg 1-1 SA rooted in vitro (Figure 
1 C). Elongation of the shoots was arrested in vitro and ex vitro. 
Shoots obta ined from culture medium without auxin grew and 
elongated on WPM supplemented with 2 g 1-' activated charcoal 
and on the rooting I!ledium (F igure 1 D). Adventitious shoots 
formed direct ly in the presence of I- tO mg 1' \ BA tended to form 
further shoots directly on their stems (Figure I E). The adventi-
tious shoots formed on the seed embryo could, in turn, be used as 
explants for continuous direct shoot formation. Using the tech-
nique described it is clear that PodocGrplis can be multiplied by 
tissue culture quite rapidly and that once the need ari ses for the 
production of clonal material for afforrestation, 
micropropagation should be a reasonable option for multiplica-
tion of desirable clones. 
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Since the end of office of Prof. J .N. Eloff as Editor of the South Afri-
can Journal of Botany on 30 September 1998, a revised dispensa~ 
tion for the administration of the Journal has been deSigned. This 
contribution reiterates editoria l policies and procedures that will 
remain unaltered and spells out the changes necessitated by the 
recent appointment of the three authors as Editors. 
Introduction 
When the term of office of Prof. J.N. Eloff, previous Editor of 
the Soulh African JOllrnol of BOlany (SAJB) ended, the Council 
of the South African Association of Botanists (SAAB) and the 
Board ofthe National Botanical Institute (NBI), who jointly pub-
lish the SAJB, decided to appoint three Editors, assisted by an 
Editorial Committee, to manage the Journal. This change in pol-
icy, from single to multiple editorship, was necessitated by the 
expansion of the duties of the Editor, and was supported at meet~ 
ings of the SAAB Council and the N BI Board on 12 January 
1998 and 27 February 1998 respectively, Furthermore, the 
Annual General Meeting of SAAB, held on 16 January 1998, 
unanimously supported the implementation of this new sy'stem . 
After discussion amongst members of the SAAB COunci l and 
the Research Directorate of the NSf, it was decided that Proff. 
Goerge J. Bredenkamp (University of Pretoria) , Gideon F. Smith 
(NBI) and J. (Hannes) van Staden (University of Natal, Pieter-
martizburg) would jointly edit the SAJB. They will take responsi -
bility for the following broadly defined subdisciplines normally 
included in the JOlll"llal: GJB for Ecology, GFS for Systematics 
and JvS for Physiology. An Editorial Committee comprising four 
representatives for each of these sub-disciplines will assist the 
Editors in manuscript assessment and the select ion of additional 
referees. One aim of thi s paper is to inform the SAJB readership 
of the editorial system which will be implemented from 1 Octo-
ber 1998 onwards. The new system is based largely on some 15 
years of experience gained by the previous Editor (Smith 1997). 
However, the previous editorial system has to be amended to 
accommodate the new multi-editor dispensation. A further aim 
of this paper is to provide a permanent record of the editorial pro-
cedures that will be implemented . 
Receipt of manuscripts 
Firstly, the postal and physical addresses of the Editorial Office 
remain unchanged at the National Botanical institute, Private 
Bag XIOI , Pretoria, 000 1 Republic of South Africa, and 2 Cuss-
onia Avenue, Brummeria, Pretoria, respectively. All correspond-
ence to the SAJB should be clearly addressed to the Scientific 
Editorial Officer (SEO). 
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A number is allocated to a manuscript when the required four 
copies are rece ived by the SED, and the title of the paper and the 
names of the authors are immediately entered into a permanent 
register. A file is then opened for the manuscript and a copy with 
orig ina l fi gu res, if any , is put on fil e, A lettcr acknowledging 
receipt of the manuscript is sent to the corresponding author, 
under the signature of the SE~. A photocopy of this lettcr is 
placed on file . Before sending the manuscript to the appropriate 
Edi tor, the SEQ ensures that the manuscript complies with all the 
requirements set out in the Guide to Contributors. If this is not 
the case, the SE~ requests the author to modify the manuscript 
accordingly. 
The SEQ then forwards three copies of the manuscript to the 
appropriate Editor. Should there be ullcertainty, the SEO will 
liaise with one of the Editors to decide which one will handle the 
submission. 
Initial actions of an Editor 
The Edi tor keeps record of manuscripts received [date received, 
referees se lected, date(s) sent to referees]. The Editor fam iliar-
.ises himself with the contents of each paper received and selects 
three referees of which he cou ld be one. Where appropriate. 
internat ional referees will be approached to ass ist with manu-
script evaluation. If required, the names of add itional referees 
will be sourced from members of the Editorial Committee. The 
names and add resses of all referees will be added to the penna-
nent address list database. Copies of this database will be availa-
ble in the offices of all three Editors. 
Each referee will receive the following under single cover: ( I) 
a coveri ng letter explaining the refereei ng procedures, (2) one 
copy of the manuscript with illustration(s), (3) a form on which 
the referee acknowledges receipt of the manuscript and accepts 
that he/she will eval uate the paper within fou r weeks, (4) an eval-
uation form for the author 's attention, (5) an evaluation form for 
the Editor 's attention, and (6) a sheet for general comments by 
the referee. 
Correspondence with the referee and/or author is added to the 
manuscript file. Throughout this process the appropriate Editor 
ensures by means of e-mail, fax or telephone that there are no 
undue delays in the refereeing process. If a referee does not 
respond within four weeks, the Editor could contact him/her to 
determine progress with the refereeing process or may contact 
additional referee(s) and the process will be repeated. The refe-
rees must return their comments and evaluation to the Editor 
(not the SEO). Reports by referees are acknowtedged by the Edi-
tor as soon as they are received . This infonnation is also noted on 
·the manuscript fil e. As soon as at least two of the three referees 
have expressed a similar opinion on the acceptability of a manu-
script, the Editor makes a decision on whether or not to publish 
the paper. Confidentiality of all correspondence amongst editors, 
referees and authors will be observed. 
Evaluation of referee' comments and acceptance of 
manuscripts 
A ll reports received from referees are assessed by the Edi tor and 
he then decides whether the paper in question is: ( I) accepted for 
publication; (2) provisionally accepted ·for publ ication, pending 
rev ision; or (3) rejected. The author is informed according ly. 
Manuscripts provisionally accepted are returned to the author 
with all relevant comments by referees and the Editor. Resubmit-
ted, revised manuscripts are received by the Editor for a fi nal 
decision. Normally the paper wi ll now be accepted for publica-
tion, but the manuscript may again be sent to one of the referees. 
As soon as a decis ion has been made, the author is informed of 
the outcome. When the author submits the final electronic and 
hard copies to the Editor, the author must sign an undertaking to 
pay the page charges due to the SAJB. If the manuscri pt is 
rejected, the author may resubmit the ' revised paper as a new 
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manuscript. All referees ' documents and feed-back from authors 
are kept on record by the Editor. All associated correspondence 
re lating to published or rejected papers is forwarded to the SE~ 
who will archive it for two years, whereafter it wiil be destroyed. 
Authors are invited to discuss with the Editor any problems they 
may have with comments by referees. 
Publication 
The Editor hands over the accepted manuscript and figures to the 
SEO who delivers it by hand to the Bureau for Scientific Publ ica-
tions (BSP). For control purposes, the SSP signs for the manu-
script and now accepts responsibility for publishing the paper, 
Page proofs wi ll be mailed to the author by the BSP and the 
author should return corrected proofs to the BSP, not the SEO. 
Any problems between authors and the BSP shoutd be reso lved 
wi th the ass istance of the SEO, but 1110st matters concerning pub-
lication should be dealt with between the SSP and the authors . 
Handling of accounts 
After the manuscript has been publ ished. the page charges due to 
the SAlE are calculated by the SEO who sends an account to the 
author for every paper pubtished. Cheques rece ived from the 
authors are noted on a consolidated income sheet and are a lso 
electronically entered into a computer. The cheques are depos-
ited in a dedicated SAJB account. Deposit slips, invoices and any 
other relevant information are kept on the manuscript file . 
Authors should pay their accounts promptly. Accounts sent to 
the SAJB during the course of a financial year are consolidated 
and the account of the SSP is settled in full. Cheques are signed 
by the SEC and one of the Editors w ith powers of signature 
Evaluation of the SAJB and its publication procedures 
With every account, a questionnaire is sent to authors requesting 
comments on the entire publication cycle. Feedback from 
authors is analysed and problem areas are attended to . 
Evaluation of the SAJB by members of SAAB 
A separate questionnaire is completed by SA AS members at the 
Annual General Meeting which usually coincides with ' the 
annual SAAB conference. The purpose of this quest ionnaire is to 
evaluate the SAJB as a whole. The questionnai re may contain , 
among others, questions on specific issues that arose during a 
particular year, e.g. on policy and/or management of the Journal. 
r f necessary, the questionnaire may be amended by the Editors. 
The information is analysed and the requi red action taken. Infor-
mation is compared to the data of previous years and included in 
the Interim Report and the final Annuat Report of the SAlE 
Editors . 
Conclusion 
The SAJB is seen as a vehicle for the publication of research 
results from all botanical disciplines. In this process the Editors 
are committed to supporting and encouraging authors, to paying 
attention to points of view expressed by the readership of the 
Journal and to maintaining it as a high-quality, reputable scien-
tific publication medium w ith the primary aim of prov i di ~g a 
service to anyone interested in the character. structure and func-
tion of the rich southern African fl ora and vegetation. The con-
tinued support of the authors will ensure that this aim is 
achieved. 
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